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Meter of the Month

On page 181-6 we reported a Neopost frank with a serial number of NE9000006 that had a
new mail indicia of “2 Advanced Letter” with ‘Tariff Rate 7° encoded in the matrix block, and it
also had no ‘Advanced Mail’ block present in the frank. Normally Advanced Mail items are
inscribed simply ‘2 Advanced’ in the indicia block and the Tariff Rate is normally ‘6’

At the time of that report your editor assumed this was a ‘one-off’ and, to be honest, didn’t
really pay it the attention it deserved. However, Peter Mantell has now found a second
example with ‘2 Advanced Letter’, this time on a Pitney Bowes frank from Chelmsford City
Council — the town being awarded ‘City’ status in 2012 as part of the Queen’s Jubilee
celebrations. The full image of the frank is shown below:

eliv db
/P Chelmsford pelivered™ " 28.01-16 2

" . . i £0.36 PB556547

=7/ City Council ks -
Civic Centre, Duke Street, Rogdl MCIII . 3 5 o Advanced
Chelmsford, Essex CM1 1JE L] Letter

As with the previously reported item, this frank has a Tariff Rate 7°, Class ‘8’ and Mail Type
‘1504’ (not ‘1503’). Furthermore, your editor believes that these items are connected with the
Royal Mail announcement in February 2014 that, as from April 2015, the Advanced Malil
block will no longer be visible on Mailmark franks (see pages 160-1 & 160-7).

With the postal rate increases due to come into effect on 29th March 2016, the Tariff Rate is
expected to change accordingly. Because of these ‘Tariff Rate 7’ reports, your editor now
anticipates that we will see the general Tariff Rate changing to ‘8’ when this occurs.

One final observation is that in both cases the postage paid was £0.36 - the amount normally
paid for 2" class ‘non-Advanced’ mail. Currently, the rate paid for ‘2" class Advanced’ is
£0.45 and users then receive a large discount in a separate transaction. It looks as though
with these ‘Advanced Letter’ items the ‘Advanced Mail’ discount gets calculated differently.

Acknowledgements

My thanks this month go to Jon Aitchison, Jim Ashby, Patrick Awcock, David Crotty, John
Fowler, Alan Godfrey, Gwynne Harries, Peter Huss, Mike Jackson, Duncan James, Peter
Mantell, Robert Petts, Robert Rowe and Peter Wood for their reports, communications or
contributions.
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Latest Numbers

Below is the list of ‘latest numbers’ as at the end of February 2016 — with updates shown in
red. Please could | have the next reports by the 28th March - thanks.

In the list below, the part of the serial number that directly relates to the model is underlined.
Note that those entries that have a date format with hyphen separators are ones in ‘Design J’
(matrix) format.

Frama (UK)
Matrix F2, F4, F6 F1004014 14.12.15 See MN 182
Matrix F12 etc. FR2001966 12-02-16 Reported by PM
Francotyp-Postalia
Centormail 240/300 FC5110729 18-11-15 See MN 181
MyMail / PostagePro FM2658042 27.02.15 See MN 182
PostBase Qi3/4/6/9 FP6110850 04.08.15 See MN 178
PostBase Qi3/4/6/9 FP6115509 15-01-16 See MN 183
PostBase Mini FP7112814 19-01-16 See MN 183
Neopost
IS-330 N1053426 24.02.16 Reported by PM
IS-350 N1182585 19.11.15 Reported by AN
Various upgraded N1240746 31.07.15 See MN 177
IS-480 N3030571 22.07.15 See MN 177
1S-240 / 1S-280 N3319858 18.05.15 See MN 175
IS-240/280 NE6008722 02-02-16 Reported by AN
1S-480 NE8009338 06-01-16 See MN 183
IS-5000/6000 NE9000466 07-12-15 See MN 183

Pitney Bowes

DM160i/220i PB175807 29-01-16 See MN 183
DM60 PB2012345 19-01-16 See MN 183
DM50, 55 PB368265 08.12.15 See MN 182
Connect+ 10FC etc. PB558027 08-12-15 See MN 182
DM 400, 450, 475 PB620820 06.01.16 See MN 183
DM 400, 450, 475 PB6627568 26-01-16 See MN 183
DM 110i PB884566 05.02.16 Reported by PM
Advanced Mail Codes
AAGK-HY NE9000321 16-04-15 See MN 174

Duncan James reports an earlier date of 23.12.15 for PB884225, reported last month. My
thanks also go to Alan Godfrey for his report of FR2001918, dated 05-02-16.

Errata

The date of the PB368265 item in the ‘latest number’ list of MN183 should have been
‘08.12.15°. Also, there was a minor error on page 181-1 - in the second line of paragraph 3,
this should have read “The Class Code . . . .” at the start of the sentence.
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Latest Number Images

Contributor’s initials and other details are shown in the bottom left of each image.
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Recent Interesting ltems

Peter Mantell reports this frank from a Neopost IS-5000/6000 model with the town die

It is believed that this is the first report where any
text has been seen in the lower half of the town die on these (N5 prefix) machines. This has
probably been done to prevent any ambiguity with the town of Newport in Gwent.

inscribed ‘NEWPORT / ISLE OF WIGHT".

Advanced Mail
Second Class

AAEU-GTRX-TIXB
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Peter Mantell also reports the following frank from a Neopost 1S-420 model where the county
It is unusual (apart from London

name ‘DORSET’ is shown in the top half of the town die.
districts on the N5 series) to find the county in the upper half of

a town die.

ANDREWS ano PALMER /
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Peter Mantell reports the first sighting of red ink on the PB66 series.
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Peter Mantell also reports the use of red ink on PB162663.

Gearhouse Broadcast
Imperial Way

Delivered by
12-08-15
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£0.78 PB162563
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wWD24 4PP Rogcl Mail L Letter
100g
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Leicester Meeting - 13th February 2016

Five of us spent a most enjoyable day at Leicester with the meeting kindly hosted by Gwynne
Harries at the Leicester Language Academy. The meeting lasted over 7 hours and it was
particularly good to welcome Peter Huss who flew in from Germany for the occasion!

Peter Mantell showed part of his collection of Pitney Bowes specimen franks from the 1960s
and 1970s period. This display provided a fascinating insight into how the company’s quality
control operated at that time. Gwynne Harries showed a very interesting collection of his
early Leicester material that told the story of the part that Arthur Wheeler played in the early
days of meter franking in the UK. Mike Jackson showed some particularly interesting and
very rare early GB meter material. Your editor spoke about 2D barcodes and the research
made so far with regard to the format of the matrix code block in the Royal Mail's Mailmark™.
Some useful input to this (and various communications since the meeting) was provided by
Peter Huss on the use of 2D barcodes in other countries.

The photo below shows the five of us at the meeting. From left to right we have Gwynne
Harries, Mike Jackson, your editor, Peter Huss and Peter Mantell. Apologies were received
from Michael Dobbs, Alan Godfrey, Jon Aitchison and Jim Ashby.

One of the topics that emerged during the day was the subject of UPU regulations governing
the use of meter franking — in particular the mandatory use of red ink that was stated in the
1920 UPU regulations. Your editor would be pleased to hear from anyone who can identify
any present-day UPU regulations driving the use of ink colour.

Currently the Royal Mail United Kingdom Post Scheme states that a Franking Mark must be
printed in blue ink by Mailmark™ Franking Equipment and Smart Meters, and in red ink by all
other Franking Equipment.
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Coloured Slogans

On page 170-12, we reported this frank from Milton Keynes Council with the wording for the
return address block in small font and in a box. Now Peter Mantell reports that the user has
made some changes to the format of that block. To meet Royal Mail regulations, the text is
now in larger letters and the box has been removed. However, the words “If undelivered
please return to:” have been omitted, which therefore means that it still breaks regulations
as “Return Address” should have been included above the address (see page 67/5).

Milton Keynes Council

g Advanced Mail i TR 2
502 Avebury Boulevard Second C-I dss E‘ £0.45 PBS556565

Milton Keynes AAGA-EEUS-YTIT W AR AR

MK9 3HS ROQﬁ/\dll . ¥ [ | Advanced

Peter Mantell sends this ‘Swim for life’ logo used by the Amateur Swimming Association
(ASA), based in Loughborough.

Return Address: //’"‘ Delivered by
Ehe-a_sa ‘ 27-07-15 2

[ B

ASA, Pavillion 3, s fOr fife ﬁt £0.36  PB557850
SportPark, 3 Oakwood Drive R AL

’ 2 * 1 Mail ' o
Loughborough, LE11 3QF _ i | : v} = Latier

Duncan James reports this ‘monster’ frank from the University College of Estate Management
(UCEM), based in Reading. This must be an expensive use of black ink!

i : Delivered by
Realising your potential in 25-02-16 2

the Built Environment kS i e
ROQI Mail |-1¢ﬂ:.’|._'f. ’ I::,*;} .‘t. L Let ter
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-
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Peter Mantell sends this coloured slogan from the Thomas Carroll Group which is one of the
UK’s leading independent providers of business insurance, personal insurance broking,
financial management, health & safety and employment law consultancy.

Delivered by
Eth@mascarroll = s | 2
mhs

Small
Parcel
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Coloured Slogans continued
Peter Mantell also sends these two black ‘Return Address’ items.

SEFTON MBC Delivered by

BOOTLE TOWN HALL " H8-91-18 2

TRINITY WING B R e

BOOTLE, L20 7AE i il : : : Letter
RETURN ADDRESS Deliversd by
OXFAM - 22-12-15 1
John Smith Drive | A
OXFORD Letter
ox4 23Y

Mailmark™ News

Duncan James reports a new ‘2 Letter PP Reply’ indicia with a class code of ‘3’ and Mail
Type ‘3002, the ‘PP’ presumably standing for ‘Postage Paid’. It is puzzling why this
payment option exists in the first place and why the user has applied £0.36 of postage.
Surely the user sending the item back under the ‘Reply Paid’ scheme should not be paying
any postage! In this case, the 'PP Reply' option may have been selected in error by the
user. ltis interesting (but not surprising) that the date gets suppressed with this payment
option. However, the date within the matrix block decodes as ‘23.02.16".

CELEBRATING

Delivered by
AT
y @_‘_ £0.36  PB161746
v
7378 . i i

YEARS : PP Roply
1925=-2015

On page 183-14 we showed an item from Lytham St. Annes Soap Workshop bearing the
indicia ‘2 L Letter 500g’. The Mail Type for this was ‘0103’ with Class code ‘2’ which had not
previously been recorded for this weight on 2nd class. Your editor also reports this (Signed
For) 2 L Letter 100g item, bearing a postage of £1.73, that has not been recorded before.

c

2
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Mailmark™ News continued

Further to the report on page 183-8, your editor has investigated further the significance of
the ‘Class’ code when interpreting the ‘Mail Type’ code and can confirm that the two codes
should always be read in conjunction with each other. Another important aspect that was
noticed during this investigation is that the Small and Medium Parcel indicia do not indicate
the item weight (unlike the Large Letter and Special Delivery indicia). With this in mind, the
list of codes has been completely re-formatted and the resulting ‘full’ list is given below.

The following table lists the Mail Types recorded against each Class code. It attempts to list
all of the UK codes that are expected to exist — the ones in red indicate those that have not
yet been reported. Please note that the same has not been attempted for overseas codes
as there would be too much guesswork involved in this at this stage.

Class Mail Type Visible Type N/L report Comments

0 0000 Zero Test 163-1 Code 9995 used from 2015
1 0001 1 Letter 161-3
1 0101 1L Letter 100g 162-4
1 0102 1L Letter 250g 163-5
1 0103 1L Letter 500g 164-6
1 0104 1L Letter 750g - Not yet reported
1 0301 1 Medium Parcel - 1lkg weight not yet reported
1 0302 1 Medium Parcel 170-9 Assumed code for 2kg
1 0303 1 Medium Parcel 170-9 Assumed code for 5kg
1 0304 1 Medium Parcel - 10kg weight not yet reported
1 0305 1 Medium Parcel - 20kg weight not yet reported
1 1111 1 Small Parcel 161-7 Assumed code for 1kg
1 2221 1 Small Parcel - 2kg weight not yet reported
2 0001 2 Letter 161-1
2 0101 2 L Letter 100g 161-7
2 0102 2 L Letter 250g 161-7
2 0103 2 L Letter 500g 184-7
2 0104 2 L Letter 750g 162-3
2 0301 2 Medium Parcel 170-9 Assumed code for 1kg
2 0302 2 Medium Parcel - 2kg weight not yet reported
2 0303 2 Medium Parcel 181-6 Assumed code for 5kg
2 0304 2 Medium Parcel - 10kg weight not yet reported
2 0305 2 Medium Parcel - 20kg weight not yet reported
2 1111 2 Small Parcel - 1lkg weight not yet reported
2 2221 2 Small Parcel 170-9 Assumed code for 2kg
3 5000 (Special Delivery) 9AM 100g 162-4
3 ? (Special Delivery) 9AM 500g - Not yet reported
3 ? (Special Delivery) 9AM 1kg - Not yet reported
3 ? (Special Delivery) 9AM 2kg - Not yet reported
3 0100 (Special Delivery) 1PM 100g 162-3
3 0101 (Special Delivery) 1PM 500g 183-8
3 ? (Special Delivery) 1PM 1kg - Not yet reported
3 0104 (Special Delivery) 1PM 2kg 178-7
3 ? (Special Delivery) 1PM 10kg - Not yet reported
3 ? (Special Delivery) 1PM 20kg - Not yet reported
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Mailmark™ News continued

Class
3
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Mail Type
3001
3002

6001
6002
6016
6032
6096
6097
6098
6201
6202
6520
6521
6522
1100
2100

5100
6100

7001
1403
1404
1503
1504
9995
9998
9999

Meter News

Visible Type
1 Letter PP Reply
2 Letter PP Reply

A Europe 20g

A Europe 60g

A ROW1 10g/ 20g

A Europe250g

A ROW?2 20g

A ROW?2 60g

A ROW?2 100g

A Europe 100g

A Europe 250g

ITS Europe 100g

ITS Europe 250g

ITS Europe 500g

(Signed For) 1 Letter

(Signed For) 1 L Letter 100g
(Signed For) 1 L Letter 250g
(Signed For) 1 L Letter 500g
(Signed For) 1 L Letter 750g
(Signed For) 1 Medium Parcel
(Signed For) 1 Medium Parcel
(Signed For) 1 Medium Parcel
(Signed For) 1 Small Parcel
(Signed For) 1 Small Parcel
(Signed For) 2 Letter

(Signed For) 2 L Letter 100g
(Signed For) 2 L Letter 250g
(Signed For) 2 L Letter 500g
(Signed For) 2 L Letter 750g
(Signed For) 2 Medium Parcel
(Signed For) 2 Medium Parcel
(Signed For) 2 Medium Parcel
(Signed For) 2 Small Parcel
(Signed For) 2 Small Parcel
SU Letter 20g

1 Advanced

1 Advanced Letter

2 Advanced

2 Advanced Letter

Zero Test

PF Frank Pay

Surcharge Payment

Page 184-9 of 14

N/L report

184-7

164-6
165-6
168-8, 182-7
175-7
170-9
166-1
177-5
178-7
178-7

178-1,178-7
179-6
179-6

Comments
Not yet reported

Class code 4 not used
Class code 5 not used

No longer in use

No longer in use
Also for AROW?2 10g?
No longer in use

Not yet reported
Not yet reported

Not yet reported
Not yet reported
Not yet reported
1kg weight not yet reported
2kg weight not yet reported
Skg weight not yet reported
1kg weight not yet reported
2kg weight not yet reported

Not yet reported
Not yet reported
Not yet reported
1kg weight not yet reported
2kg weight not yet reported
Skg weight not yet reported
1kg weight not yet reported
2kg weight not yet reported

Not yet reported
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Historic Items

Jim Ashby has recently acquired these two test mail items with the meter frank ‘TN 643’,
dated - 9 71°. The first shows what appears to be some (random) IJP dots just above the
serial number and the second shows some OCR tag and routing code marks. Jim has,
therefore, questioned whether the ‘1971’ date is correct.

Fortunately, Patrick Awcock has been able to throw some light on these and he believes that
they were test mail items that were used at Mt Pleasant with the original V1 OCR in about
1982. He thinks that they were, in fact, printed and not produced by an actual meter
machine. Patrick says that they were designed to test the appearance of stray data /
addresses that might confuse the OCR.

Reports of similar items would be appreciated as they are of key postal mechanisation
interest.
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xos 29293 _
| b
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Tesco Store Limited,
Tesco House,

PO Box 18,

Delamare Road,
Cheshunt,

Waltham Cross, Herts,
EN8 9SL.
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Early Pithey Bowes Licences

On page 81-4 we listed the first 33 Pithey Bowes machines and gave two dates for each
one, namely the date the licence was issued and the earliest date recorded on live mail.
What was not recorded in the table was the date the machines actually went into service.
Jim Ashby has found two newspaper articles relating to early PB machines. They show
that, at least in the early days, there could have been a significant period between the
licence being issued and the machine going into service:

M. No. | User Licence issued | Newspaper Details
7 J.S. Fry, Bristol 25 Jan 23 First setting: Morning of 6 Mar 23 at GPO Bristol
First use: Afternoon of 6 Mar 23
16 Cooperative Wholesale 30 Oct 24 First setting: Morning of 12 Nov 24
Society, Manchester Installed: Afternoon of 12 Nov 24

The first demonstration was held in the office of the
Engineering Department at the GPO, London, on
Wednesday 17th May 1922. It was stated that the
machine would be installed with the Prudential r
approximately one fortnight later, although the list on
page 81-4 (from PO archives) gives the date of ‘
licence issue as 16 Aug 22. Pitney Bowes machines }
were also mentioned as being demonstrated at the |
Business Efficiency Exhibitions in Manchester {
(1926), ‘
insert here shows an illustrated article from the
Western Daily Press, dated 7th March 1923:

— -
|  MACHINE REPLACES POSTAGE STAMPS.

London (1927) and Glasgow (1928). The

Are the davs of the postage g{nn”-,-lsgi]} posiage assumes abnormal proportions,
numbered? “This questioh must have arisen are the elimination of the old time and
in the minds of thes¢ who, were present at|money wasting gnethod of sticking ou
the General Post Office vesterday, whén ”,”,a!nnlpl and fﬂajmﬂ down envelope flaps,
Postmaster (Mr Luke) Bet the first l':fnm,_.!h'f safe-gunarding of the stdmp account, as
Bl)“‘ o » # g 1.rl \!LPJ? i '} . a =i |0 tl". at]'l".‘fu_t' ”! I'Zl.'dul.lrf-' slamps 1'1"? cam-

es Postage Seie In dristol for Messrs not be pilfered or ‘misused, and the speed
J. 8. Fry and Sops, Liq with which' » large eutgoing mail can be

The words postage meler eonvey but little jdealt.
as to the significarcs of this new machine , Yesterday momine s member of the firm ot
of which at present there are only ten in

|

Mesars J. S, I'Ar'\' and sSons, L., handed (ol
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_/m r—— | l &.%(1 et Sl
| - ) 3 P .
B e
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| (Do | b T ISREAT BRITAN]___—~
NN / faa ?5.%:,;{*’_7,.5’;%’*;““
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| : : # . i
existence licensedd by the Posimaster- Mr Luke a cheque for <104 35 4d.  The iatier)

provinees. , The machine 15 a devies forjpossible to stamp letters to the value of
printing postage lmpressions direcily upon| 0000 §4 stampe and 10,00 ld stamps.
letters, circular, postcards, and other mail|At the expimation «f that number the fym
matter, entirely doing away with adhesivelwill remew their cheque to the Postmasier,
or embosged stamps. The machine willlwhoe will re-set the machine in a few
senl dowp and stamp simuitanconsly any|scconds.

ordinaryesfrad envelope at the rate of 250 In the afterncon the machine at Messrs
o 0 per minute. Fryv's was used for the first time. the first

The great advantages which must makellptter to be deait with in this way being
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Meter Thematics

Back in 2011, on page 126-5, we featured a VARIO IT
franking machine, made by a company called Telefrank —
see image alongside. Jos Wessels kindly sends this
wonderful slogan advert in the form of a cartoon character
that advertises this machine. It nicely complements the
earlier report.

Uw post gefrankeerd met VARIO IT

PostNL €0,88

NEDERLAND

"~
m Io.oz' lz
- NetSet TF3i10184

Peter Mantell sends this frank from Trewscot Ltd. in Edinburgh. Yes, it really does say
“Department of Tartaneering” — what a wonderful word!

08 BU < rodhe 5
Return Address 03 ‘:?\ﬂ RQ& ot mfg 8
Trewscot Ltd 05 T ;
46 Meadowfield Ave 14 o U U 5 2 O
Duddingston . m
edinburgh 81 <
EH8 7NP 80 n ;

81 GLPB336884 15

Alan Godfrey sends this horse chestnut leaf, used in the logo of the Redbridge Borough
Council, in Essex.

__ i Advanced Mail $=0)
London Borough of 3% Second Class TR
Redbridge & AABS-AACR-RIRG
If undelivered retum to:
London Borough of Redbndge
22-26 Aemerts Road

Iiford, Essex
KG1 1D

&

04.02.16

0045

N5001242

GREAT BRITAIN

divd 39v1sod

Peter Mantell sends this nice bee — in the logo used by Haskins Garden Centre, Ferndown.

I, 0 pra o '8
3% HASKINS q W
for garden pleasure Uu c >

a0 m (]

00 o1 0250 |2

Return Address AR < 0
Head Office Building -y & >
Longham Ferndown B8H22 9D] Sl (BLP8339661 o
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Meter Thematics continued

The thematics shown on this page have been provided by Peter Mantell. Note that the NE8

item below is also the lowest recorded number for this series (NES8000031).

Delivered by

Return Address
Daisy Group \\‘”& = 1 2“’02' 1 6 1
Technology House -.Q ; i@ £0.51 NESD00031
Hunsbury Hill Avenue 4‘\\ s
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RMBI e &| FM2655107 |
: . o =)
: UK
Delivered b
Southgate School g y 23-02-16 1
Sussex Way
: £0.51 FR2001145
Cockfosters ‘ %
Herts Royal Mail o
EN4 0BL
Delivered by
Return Address: i == 15-02-16 2
Killerton House vl 4
Killerton ”ﬁgﬁ
Exater Marional
EXS 3LE o
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Meter Thematics continued
The following four thematics have also been sent by Peter Mantell.

01 Z T
06 T Ga [0
0B T =
3D S10065
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AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS (OLPB098794 40

Finally, my Meter Thematic of the Month is this superb horse-drawn funeral carriage. My
thanks go to Colin Peachey for sending this.
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